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ABSTRACT 

This paper investigates the value system of Cuban 
students living in the United States, how those systems interface 
with the school and tho home, and how they influence their 
personalities, behaviors, and family relationships. Eighth-grade 
stuifents attending a predominantly Spanish private bilingual school 
were administered questionnaire, and participated in a group 
interaction process. The questionnaire covered the areas of cultural 
values in school and home. Comments from the group interaction 
process are also listed. The study concludes that students: (1) like 
the atmosphere of the bicultural school; (2) accept their parents* 
Latin^American values; (3) feel free to incorporate American cultural 
elements into their lifestyles: have a high concept of the Cuban 
lifestyle; and (5) are optimistic about their expectations and 
futures. The study recommends: (1) a re-testing of the same studants 
in 1979; {^) an expansion of the same study to include older 
students; (3) a study of Latin-American students attending American 
schools; and (4) the appropriation of federal funds to establish 
counseling/research centers to study adjustment problems in Cuban 
youths. (Author/HLH) 



************* ***«*^]^«««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««3|t«#«««««««««««««*« 

♦ Docum^^nts acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished ♦ 

♦ materials not avail«ible from other sources. ERIC makes every effort ♦ 

♦ to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal ♦ 

♦ reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality ♦ 

♦ of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available ♦ 

♦ via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDES). EDRS is not ♦ 

♦ responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions ♦ 

♦ sup^>lied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. ♦ 
****i^************Nt*********************************************^******* 



EKLC 



A itndij 0^ FactoA^ A^izctA.ng Cuban 
Pa/Lznt - Child Intznactlon 

By 

Ralph Hoggzi, M. Ed. 
S 

Litia. Hogge.6, M. S. 



School 0^ Health S Social 5£/iu<ce4 
Tlofiida Intzfinational [inlvtiiity 
Tamiami Tfiail, hUami, Tlofi-cda 



Ap/Lil 1976 



TABr>E OF COriTKNTS 



) . Introduction 1 

2. ^nickqiound and Significance ----- 1 

?). Procc^dur-:- - -- -- -- -- -- -- - 4 

4. norr.ltr> 5 

5- Cone 1 union - -- -- -- -- -- - 

G. PocomriC-ndiJ ti on - -- -- -- -- -- - 13 

Bibliography ------ 15 



INTRODUCTION 



Psychologists, sociologis -5 , and the Dade County com- 
munity in general are faced with the problems developed in 
a new generation of Cuban yout^^^ that are being raised in 
an atmosphere of cultural shock. This ncv/ generation is 
constantly striving, looking for a way to cope with the prob- 
lems that it faces due to the cultural gaps existing 
betv/een the Spanish and the American communities. 

It is apparent that due to the transition from a Latin 
to an American culture, discrepancies and problems have 
developed for Cuban parents and their children in general. 



BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFlCAt^CE 



If ono delve into the CuJxm and American cultures in an 
t^ffort to make a comparison of thei concerns as indicated 
below, it is obviouf: tliat numorouf: differences in the patterns 
of behavior and on cultural rolor, and expectations are dr.intical- 
ly di f f C'T ( rit ; 
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Cuban 

1 ) Languarjo: Spanish 

?) Datinq pattr^rnn: include 
c'h.*iporoii i ng . 

3) i:thical i5;L;ucs: tend to be 
more restricted. 

4) V/ardroho: more convent iona 

5) Family; extended. 



American 

1 ) Language : Engl i sh 

2) Dating patterns: exclude 
chaperoning 

3) Kthical issues: tend to be 
more liberated . 

4 ) Wa rd robe : more i n forma 1 . 

5) Family: nuclear. 
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Those cultural differences have been in rr.any cases the 
caui.c of a qcncratior» gap between the Ci;ban parents and thoir 
childron. The Cuban parents have come to this country v;ith 
th(»ir own B»?t of values v;hich differs from the Americcin way 
of Jivinq. Their Cuban children are exposed to these two 
differor.t rcltur::^ throucht the home, the con^ununity and the 



BocaufU' the r,Luflonts ai ~: constantly confronted with 
tlKGc^ two i;et of valueu, chc author assuned that the results 
of this conf ro.ntatio!! could possibly bo identified by the 
;;tudentr. throuqh conversations in a group interaction session. 

Gou.'aloY-noiqor.a (1975) in a paper dealing with the 
impact of cultural change on the psychological organization 
and ;;tahility of i.-,.?mho r r, of ethnic groups in the USA stated 
that, "in mo-.t cases the acculturation process was in one way 
or another related to pemonality disturbance and psychological 
stro::;;. Th.- differential rate of acculturation within a 
family unit can alr;o lead to intra-fanily disruption... The 
my.A. comn.oii nource of conflict that can be encountered with 
an imiai grant family i that caused by confrontation of values 
liold by parnntn and older family wemliors which arc derived fror> 
the culture of the liomeland, and the values held by the children 
and younger generation that arc the product of the forroative 
years spent in Airerican r^ociety. The role.-, and values placed 
on tradi!:ion in often tlic olem(;nt that anirnatos the conflict 
within the family where the culture heritage is different 
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bctv;^.on the children nnd parents*. • The Cuban-Zimcrican 
young:;terr will fjnd that their parents and other relatives 
(the extenied fannly still prt;>doninater, aniong Cubans) will 
place derrand.s ar.d ir.pose values upon them which they consider 
unreasonal)le , ard if accepted, will make them extremely un- 
popular among their peers," 

Consequently, the purpose of this project is to determine 
how th<: different value systems faced by the Cuban child in 
the USA at sciiool and at home influence the child personality 
and behavior, and his relationship and communication with his 
par^'H ts • 
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PROCEDURE 



To study the seriousnoGS of the implications as 
indicated in the introduction and background and significance 
and to obt.iin r.oro valid and reliable data, tlio author felt 
thr need to study a large sample of Cuban students. Conse- 
cuv fitly, i>n Uovccdjcr 24, 1975 the author requested and 
r-ct ived [;orr:w r sion from the Principal of the Pan American 
Inst itutc to hold a group interaction session with an eighth 
grade clarvj of Cuban students. The author feels that it is 
jnv'orativo to note that the Institute is a predominantly 
.Spanish private bilingual r.choo] where the students receive 
inntruction in both languages and pertaining to both cultures. 

The purpor.e of the group interaction session was to discuss 
issues and concerns v;hich dealt with the Latin-American and 
rjnerican cultural differences as experienced by these students, 
trying to determine the human interaction patterns existing 
between the children and their parents, as well as the children's 
reaction to the bi-cultural concerns. 

In an effort to follow through with the goal of the 
project, the rcru^archer developed a questionnaire designed to 
elicit specific data. The questions were to be used in the 
group interaction session and as a mechanism to invite or 
motivate the children to express their opinions and reactions 
regarding their cultural environment and thoir parent-children 
interact ion. 7 
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To obtain an accurate account of the students responses 
and their cor r.c Vi tij , tlic author requested and received prior 
ajiproval fror; th*:' principal and the students to use a tape 
recorder . 

RESULTS 

Th<^ ruf;ultr^ roi)orted ?n this section consist of data 
collected from the quentions and recording. 

From tlio 35 students in the class, 50% wore male, 51% were 
foiralo. Acjer. rancjcd froni 13 to 14. In a 991 both parents of 
tho 5;tu'UMitr> vcro Latinj^; i.e., o.ily one student reported to 
have one Amorican parent. Two {?) studont.s (5.72%) have lived 
in thr^ Df.A fron 1 to 5 year;:. Hi^jhteen (18) st/dents (51.4 3%) 
havc^ livc>d in tho UTA from G to J 0 years. Fifteen <15) 
5:tudf*:i t r; (42..- j'i) rc^ born here. 

1. r^cuoni, 

J tcni_l 

ltf;ri 1 on tht^ qurj;l j onria ire wa5; de^ugned to gather informa- 
ti(^n on how 1 h- ^ j:tud(^nt5> ^rcl about their scliool-"-Do t)iey like 
it? 'J'hf' dal/i collcctiMl r(jvealed the follov^ing: Thirty- throe 
(94.2?) of thr? r.Uidontr; indicaloc! that they like the school? 
Oiio (2.')%] of the j^tudc^n;*; indicated that ho did not like the* 
scliool ; one (2.07.) of t,]^o student?: indicated that he was un- 
decided . 

o 8 
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Question (70 of Item i asked the guestion--Do you like 
your tcacrhicrr.? data collected revealed the following: 

Fourteen (40^) of the students indicated that they liked 
their teachers; fifteen (431) of the students were undecided; 
ijix (171) of the r:tuclents di-: ^c;•L ''c^spond. 

Que5:.tion (B) a5;ked the question — Do you like the atmosphere 
prev.-i I ] i no jn the rcliOoi? The data collected revealed the 
following: thi rty- two (91. 40^) of the students indicated that 
tlu'V liked th'.' prevail incj atmosphere; one (2.9%) indicated 
that he did not ]ik(? the prevailing atmosphere; one (2.9%) 
jn<]icatoii that ho v;ar> undecided; one (2.9%) of the students 
did not renpond. 

Quent ion (C) ar.ked the question — Do you like your peers? 
The data collected revealed the following: twenty-five (71,4%) 
of the students indicated that they liked their peers; seven 
(20^) of the titudentJ: indicated that they were undecided; one 
{2.91) indicated that he did not like his peers; two (5.7%) 
did not r or. pond. 

Item 2 

Ttc^m ? on the qu<»r.t innnai ro was designed to gather informa- 
tir;n on whether the students like English and Social Studies 
classes as much as the Spanish and Cuban History classes. The 
data collected revealed the following: ten (28.55%) of the 
students indicated that they did like English and Social Studies 
classes as much as the Spanish and Cuban History classes; 
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twcMcy-four (6^.55%) ir.dicatocl that thioy did not like English 
and Social CtuJj':'S c1js5*< s ar> nuch as the Spanish and Cuban 
Hictory clasnof..; on^; (2.9":) cid not respond. 

Question (A) of item 2 asked the questicn^-Do you feci 
that both bnr^lish und Social Studies; classes and Spanish and 
Cuban H i r> tory cl a5:r;cs are necessary? The data col lectcd 
revealed the follov/ing: twenty-four (G8,55%) of the students 
indicated y-n; rinht {22.851} indicated no; three (8.6%) of the 
fitudents v/(.»re und* c: i ded • 

Item 3 on thi' c3Uc^sLionnaire was designed to gather inforna- 
tion on the Lnnlish and fpanir.li proficiency of the students. 
The data cojlcct(^d rc^voaled the following: thirtv-fivo (100^.) 
of t})e f.tudr^ntr. indicated that they felt confortablc speaking 
Spanish; thirty {^5.11} indicated that they felt comfortable 
?;p(^akiiKi Kncjlish; five (14.3%) indicated that they did not feel 
confoi t cibl (' jipe.iki ng bngl :i ^^h . 

Item *• on qucr; tioru7.a i re wan der^igned to gather informa- 

tior» C)r:--VJh. t. !k r or not thf^ studentf; would rathei^ attend a 
prrulorni nant 1 y An-M-iean school. The data collected revealed 
the followino: three (R.Sn^J of the ntvdeats indicated that 
they would rathor attend a predominantly American school; 
thirty~tv;o (91.4?'i) of tlie !;tud(-ntr. indicated that they would 
rather not atti>nd a prodonii nantly American school. 

10 
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II. HOME & CULTUP.^J. VALUES 
I ton i 

I ton 1 of section II on the questionnaire was designed to 
gathc-r information on hcv; the students feel about dating, 
— voulJ thi'Y ]iko ha-.'ing a chaperon? The data collected 
rcvoalcd th<: following: sovontccn (^3.58%) of the students 
i ti'l i cr.'i t \hnt they prcifer to have a chaperon; eighteen 
('jI.A21) of the ontudents indicated that they would not like 
to ^av*J d chaperon. 

guestion (A) anked the question — Would your parents insist 
on your hnvanq a chaperon? The data collected revealed the 
following: twenty-four (68 . 57%) of the students indicate^, 
that their parr^nts would inf:ist that they have a chaperon; 
nine (2^^.1.1) oi. the students indicated that their parents 
would i;ot in5;i^.•:t that they have a chaperon; two '.5. 71%) of the 
studentr. were not tiuro. 

Jlr-m 2 of section II on the questionnaire was designed to 
gathc^r information a:: to whether or not the students liked the 
way th«-y dn^iii^ed. The data collected revealed the following: 
thiity-throe (91.2R^) of the students indicated that they 
liJ.e the way tliey drccr;; two (5.71%) of the students indicated 
that tliey did not like the way thoy drens. 
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QuoGtion (A) of item 2 asked tho question — Do your parents 
agree v/itri tl.t* w.iy you drer:.s? The data collected revealed the 
follov/ing: th i rly- three (94 . 28%) of the students indicated 
that thc'ir parentn agreed v;j th the way they dressed? two (5.71%) 
of thQ students indicated that their parents did not agree with 
the way they dressed. 

Tt( -m 3 

Itr m 3 on the ques tiot^nai re was designed to gather infrrma- 
tion as to v;hother or not the students feel free to speak 
English around their parents, even if they do not understand 
the language. The data collected revealed the following: 
thirty (85.7^) of the students indicated that they felt free 
to spcuk English around their parents, even if they did not 
understand tlie languacjo; live (14.3%) of the students indicated 
that they did not feel froo to do so. 

I ton 4^ 

Ilrin 4 on tlio questionnaire was designed to gather informa- 
tion on wht?thf^r or not thc.^ students have m:.ny American friends. 
The data collected revealed the following: nine (25.71%) of 
the slud-nts indicated Ihil tliey liavo many American friends; 
twenty-four (r>ij.57'0 of the students indicated that they did 
not have nnny Arru^ricati friends; two (5.71%) of the students 
were not sure. 
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Item 5 

Item 5 on the qucstionnairn was designed to gather infor- 
mation on whether or not the students, would like to have more 
American friends. The data collected revealed the following: 
twenty-one (60%) of the students indicated that they would 
like to have more American friends; twelve (34.29%) of the 
students indicated that they would not like to have more 
American friends; two (5.71%) of the students were not sure. 



I tem 6 

Item 6 on the questionnaire was designed to gather informa- 
tion as to whether or not the students feel free to invite 
their /jnerican friends to their hone, parties etc. The data 
collected revealed the following: thirty-one (88.58%) of the 
students indicated that they felt free to invite their 
American friends to their home, parties etc.; four (11.42%) 
of the students indicated that they did not feel free to do so. 

I ten 7 



Iten 7 on the questionnaire vas designed to gather infonna- 
tion as to whether or not the students feel that their parents' 
values are appropriate and up-to-date according to our tirnss. 
The data collected indicated the following: twenty-three 
(65.7%) of the students iiLdicated that they feel their parents' 
values are appropriate and up-tc-date according to our times; 
twelve (34.31) of tho stu^lents indicated that they feel their 
parents' values are not appropriate and up-to-date according 
to our tiire. 13 



Item 8 

Item 8 on the questionnaire vas designed to gather informa- 
tion on wheLher the students feel there are any big differences 
between their ideas and those of their parents. The data 
col Iccted revealed the following: twenty-four (68 • 58%) of the 
students indicated that they felt there were no big differences 
between their ideas and those of their parents; eleven (31.42%) 
of the students felt that there were big differences between 
their ideas and those of their parents. 

Following arc sone of th e students comments and/or 
reactions recorded during the Magic Circle (group interaction 
session) : 

''I pre fere to speak English because I have been speaking 
English longer than Spanish." 

"I prefer to speak Spanish rather than English because I 
comprehend better and speak faster." 

"I came to this country ten years ago. I remember nothing 
of Spanish so I prefer to speak English." 

"I prefer to speak English because I make to many mistakes 
spoaking Spanish," 

"I prefer Cuban v:ay of living because it is more decent," 
"Cubans live cleaner." 

"I prefer Cuban way of living because that is the way I 
have been grown up." 

"I like Cuban way of living but I would like to hav^e T^^re 
freedom, like in the American way of living." 

-We do not think like tiie old people; they are old 
fashioned. They wcrr^^ too much about everything." 
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••Here it is necessary to know English and Spanish in 
order to get a good job." 

"The more languages you know, the better. •' 
When asked whether they wanted to continue studiag, all the 
students answered at once: "Yec^esI" They also expressed 
their hopes to have a successful future. 



CONCLUSIONS 

The data collected through the list of questions and the 
cormcnts of the students reveals that: 

1. Although nost of the students have lived in the USA 
for nore than 10 years or were born here, they like the 
school and its predominantly Spanish oriented atmosphere. 
Most of thcT: feel comfortable speaking both English and 
Spanish, and feel it is necessary to know about American 
culture as r:ach as about Cuban culture. 

2. Although sone discrepancies seem to exist between 
the children and their parents* values like in the case of 
dating including chaperoningr most students show an agree- 
inent or acceptance of their parents' Latin-American values. 
They do r.ot believe that there is iMch difference between 
their own ideas ar.d their parents ideas. They feel free to 
incorporate 7^*erican cultural elcnients to their Latin- 
id 15 
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American cultural and social activities , even in the 
presence of their parents* They seem to have a high 
concept of the Cuban way of living^ and are optimistic 
about their expectations and their future. 

Consequently, it is obvious that at this stage these 
students do not suffer from the consequences of cultural 
shock and generation gap that cause dysfunctional behavior 
and parent-child disruptive interaction* 



RECOiM!'lEt:D AT I ONS 

In view of the data presented in this project the author 
reconmends the following: 

1* That this sane group of students should be interviewed 
again in 1979 at which tine th.ey will have reached the age 
17 - 19. 

2. That this study should be continued and include a 
larger randcm sair.ple of students ranging froin age 15 - IS* 

3. That tills study should be conducted including a randon 
sample of Lat in-.-jnerican students attending a predominantly 
Anerican school* 

4. That federal funds should be appropriated to set up 
counseling and research centers where the problem of adjust- 

o 16 
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ncnt facod by Cuban youths and cthor iirjnigrants could bo 
studied nioro dopply <.ind offcctivoly. 
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